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Headline: Where Was God During Hurricane Harvey? By Pastor Jim Butler 


	 It’s hard to comprehend the jaw-dropping size and destruction of Hurricane  
	 Harvey. The record breaking storm dropped more rain than any other hurricane 

	 in American history. Harvey made landfall as a Category 4 monster, slamming 

	 the Texas coast with 132-mph winds. The scope of Harvey's destruction is 

	 incomprehensible. And if you’re watching the news, we see that a category 

	 five hurricane named Irma that is heading straight toward Florida. 


	These kind of disasters always raise one question, where was God? How could 

	a loving God allow such suffering? If He’s so powerful, then why didn’t He 
prevent it? These are very difficult but very important questions. So how are we 
to answer? 


	 

	 The Bible has many things to say about God’s sovereignty over all areas of life; 

	 The Scriptures confirm that He works all things “according to the counsel of His 

	 will” (Eph 1:11). When the Bible says “all things,” it means “ALL” things. They 

	 include such things includes the fall of sparrows (Matt 10:29), the rolling of dice 

	 (Prov 16:33), the slaughter of his people (Ps 44:11), the decisions of kings 

	 (Prov 21:1), the failing of sight (Exod 4:11) ), the sickness of children (2 Sam 

	 12:15), the loss and gain of money (1 Sam 2:7), the suffering of saints (1 Pet 

	 4:19), the persecution of Christians (Heb 12:4-7), the repentance of souls (2 Tim

	 2:25) , the gift of faith and the growth of believers (Heb 6:3), the giving of life 

	 and the taking in death (1 Sam 2:6), and even the crucifixion of his Son (Acts 

	 4:27-28). 


	 God’s Word also tells us that He controls the weather. It might be a surprise to 

	 know that there are least 47 Scriptures that tell us that God is sovereign over 

	 the weather. Psalm 78:26 says, He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens 

	 And by His power He directed the south wind. The prophet Jonah experienced 

	 God’s providence over weather. Jonah 1:4 tells us that “The Lord hurled a great 

	 wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was

	 about to break up.
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The most common response even from Christians will is too often that “God had 
nothing to do with Hurricane Harvey.” Many will try to absolve God of His 
involvement out to fear of making Him into a tyrant. But to deny His providence 
in any calamity is a dishonor to His Word and His wisdom. The truth is that all 
things - good, bad, ugly, and horrific are ordained, guided, and governed by the 
Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 


So what is God’s purpose in calamity? We can’t trace every reason why but we 
do get a helpful insight from Luke 13:1-5.  


A crowd of Galileans came to Jesus after two tragic incidents. A group of 
Christians had been murdered by Pilate while worshiping God and another 
group was killed by a collapsing tower. The first incidence was from a human 
atrocity and the second was a natural calamity. Those who survived were living 
under the delusion that those who died had committed terrible sins, and that 
their death was evidence of God’s disfavor. The Lord’s answer was quick and 
decisive, He said “no.” His point was that those who suffer tragedy are not 
necessarily greater sinners than those who remain untouched. Although God 
does judge for excessive wickedness, such as Sodom and Gomorrah, we 
should be careful not to make that assumption in every case. Jesus is denying 
that we can identify how bad people are by the degree of their suffering. They 
were not to think they were “greater sinners” or “worse culprits.” Those who 
were still alive are just as liable of perishing as they are. 


If we read the passage carefully, we find that there were not two but three 
tragedies. What’s the third? Jesus states it twice for emphasis. He tells them 

“unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” The greatest catastrophe of all 

is not death itself, but death without turning to faith in Christ. Jesus is talking 
about eternal damnation. Jesus is saying either repent or face eternal judgment. 


So what is God’s purpose in tragic events. We learn that God uses calamity as a 
wakeup call. The lesson for us is how God uses suffering in the world.  Tragedy, 
whether it comes by way of human atrocities or by natural disasters, reminds us 
that we need to repent and turn to God while we still have time. He is 
summoning us to come to Him for eternal life. 


So as we hear of the devastating news of hurricanes, earthquakes, or tsunamis   
we need to remember that we too deserve to perish. We should be thankful that 
God has given us time to turn to Him and believe in His Son. If we don’t, we too 
will perish. May the tragedy of Hurricane Harvey and the arrival of Hurricane  
Irma cause all of us to think of our eternal destiny while there’s still time. 
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Jim Butler is Senior Pastor of EastPointe Bible Church in Peru.
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